FEMALE DETECTIVE

'Snoopingin

A Salwar

' Braving both danger and tedium, women are carving
out aniche in the world of private investigation

men and women alike. Tn 2006,

hod taleen up a documenting joo at a
detective stency wilor college, when she
wns hunded an investigalive assigment
that needed 5 "woman’s touch”, She
still came to work in knea-lengts suiks
and short heels; what had changed was
her loc
her camery tucked away, following the
suspect, waiting for endless hours in his
affice complex, and tylngtoget into his

a:

Indecd. many of Lhcsc women stum
bled upon the profession, Ketak Dt
Paul was 3 delective and crime fiction

whose stories were puhblished
in Defective Digest, Her ]:ub.l.ls.hcr whu
alsn ran u deloclive ugonc

By dhe wad in the field,

You must be ready, at
the drop of a hat, teo

Ty, 15
riskin the professinm, and a \ulm-r.nululy
I expesure whicl the detectives acoount
for by poing out of their way to be ondi-
nary,” siys Ansndana Kapur, divectoref
Jecsersnt, . dh iy ooy Ve Tives alf
womenprivatedetectives in India. Much
af the time, men and women detectives
are assigned ton case tagether,

Of eourse, Wechinology has aided the inv-
textent. “T
a Hme when imvestigetion meant long
physical enquires, disereetly following
preoply, and keoping tals withoul the
help of teo Innhua sy Many
remember uging bigper digicams that
were exsily detectable, but today there
are high-definifion spycameras that cin
b el Sciatl 1

diary, acup, bangles, ngs, pens, glass
cases—and gadgots like sunglisses that
allo na o o futa g hehind
you, “And these things :ulw. exsily avail-
able in Palika Bazaar” laughs
Then there are higher-end gadge
as the night vision glusses which come
From abroad and vequire o preat deal
af fnvestment. Her company has akso
invested in a forensic lab whers {
have the squi pment ¢ corves winy b
of data—encrypted, deleted, ordestroyed.
Fven with everything in plsce, n case
need not necessarily somo bo o salistac-
tory conclusion. remembers ime-
estiguting the case of a hoy who went
imizging in Mumbai, Outpecingthe police,
they had already traced the abduction o
Uitar Pradesh—lul te oo aval, as noth-
ing coudd be found afterwards “The one
thing that goes unshiclded is the impact
that these cases can have,”

Adter afiw yeurs, she
the sesmy side of life and went hack tn
h:mggmlterutdomcnvtﬁcuonS e

looking for directions,
chit-chatting, or
strolling casually.
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